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status of woman, for in his Dialogues he urged that women
should receive the same education as men, and he himself
admitted members of the gentler sex to the lectures of the
Academy.

After Plato's time, accordingly, we find many women
engaged in the study of philosophy, not only among the
Academicians, but also in the other philosophical schools,
especially the Cyrenaic, the Megarian, and the Epicurean.
The Peripatetic and the Stoic doctrines seem not to have
appealed to the fair sex.

Alexander's empire, in overthrowing the exclusive State
laws of the various cities, accomplished much for the eman-
cipation of women, and from that time forward we find
women engaged in almost all the branches of the higher
learning. In Alexandria, especially, the daughters of
scholars pursued studies in philosophy, in philology, and in
archaeology, and some of them became celebrated. In the
Graeco-Roman period, Plutarch was a constant advocate
of female education, and the circle of learned women that
he has made known to us indicates how general was the
spread of education among the women of his day,

Aspasia had set the fashion for hetaarae in Athens to
devote attention to rhetoric and philosophy; consequently,
many of the blue-stockings of Greece belonged to the
hetaera class. Some acquaintance with the higher learn-
ing, however, became fashionable also in the retirement
of the gynaeceum, and many maidens and matrons of hon-
orable station employed their leisure moments in read-
ing the works of philosophers and poets, and received, if
not public, at least private instruction from professional
lecturers.                    ,

The variety of intellectual pursuits among the women
was marked. Poetry was their natural field, and philoso-
phy appealed to them as being the most learned vocation